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Two
typefaces,
kept.
Kept Sans for the interface. Numen Title for the
headlines.
And Legibility Sans, built only to be read. Free
forever.

96.3%
Kept Sans · top tier,
ahead of Inter

94.2%
Numen Title · strongest
display serif

8px
Legibility Sans · the deepest
small-size floor

THESIS LABS · SIL OFL 1.1 · SET IN ITS OWN BINARIES kept ✓



01 · NUMEN TITLE · HEADLINE VOICE · FRAUNCES BONES, AXES PINNED BY MEASUREMENT
· INDEX V3.1 94.2

Kept keeps
what matters.
Light · The quiet hour begins at 6:30
Regular · The quiet hour begins at 6:30
SemiBold · The quiet hour begins at 6:30
ExtraBold · The quiet hour begins at 6:30

opsz 52 · SOFT
75
The optical knee, softened

Display presence that refuses to shatter. Soft

serifs measured two points better under

degradation, and they read warm rather than

starched.

Kept & 0123
Its own ampersand, cap-height figures

Fraunces' ampersand stays; replacing it would be

vandalism. Lining figures sit at cap height, built for

headlines with numbers in them.

✓ ✗ ·
The family marks

A native check and cross from the face's own stem

logic, and the interpunct grown 20 percent,

because "·" is how Kept speaks.

95% × 102%
Instrument's stance

Condensed five percent, two percent taller. Costs

half a point of accuracy, buys the editorial posture

the old headliner had.

AaBbCcDdEeFfGgHhIiJjKkLlMmNnOoPpQqRrS
sTtUuVvWwXxYyZz

INDEX V3.1 94.2% · REPLACES A FACE THAT SCORED 82.0 kept ✓



02 · KEPT SANS · INTERFACE VOICE · FIGTREE BONES, FIVE MEASURED CORRECTIONS ·
INDEX V3.1 96.3

Say it once,
find it later.
Light · Keep your life effortlessly organized
Regular · Keep your life effortlessly
organized
SemiBold · Keep your life effortlessly
organized
Black · Keep your life effortlessly
organized

Illinois 011l
Letters that stay strangers

A tail on the l, serifs on the I, room around the

narrow letters. Codes at a glance went from 52.9

to 82.3 percent.

x-height
+6%
A taller lowercase

Ascenders now rise past the caps, the way text

faces have done for centuries. Worth five points at

nine pixels alone.

kept ✓
The t that finishes

The outstroke ends in the flick of a completed

checkmark. At thirteen pixels it disappears. Brand,

not benchmark, and priced in.

0 ≠ Ø
The slash we rejected

A slashed zero tested worse; the reader kept

calling it an eight. We kept the oval and published

the failed experiment.

AaBbCcDdEeFfGgHhIiJjKkLlMmNnOoPpQqRr
SsTtUuVvWwXxYyZz 0123456789
INDEX V3.1 96.3% · TOP TIER · AHEAD OF INTER BY 1.5, AT THE EDGE OF THE
CI

kept
✓



03 · LEGIBILITY SANS · ONE JOB · ATKINSON HYPERLEGIBLE NEXT BONES, PUSHED BY
THE INDEX

Built to be read.
Nothing else.
Regular · The quiet hour begins at 6:30
SemiBold · The quiet hour begins at 6:30
Bold · The quiet hour begins at 6:30

8 px
The only face that holds the line

92% at eight pixels against a 90% criterion, over
the line in 6 of 8 runs. Verdana reads 88 and
clears it in 3 of 8. The margin is in the runs,
published.

I l 1 0 O
Letters that answer for themselves

The Braille Institute's disambiguation, kept
whole: serifed I, tailed l, flagged 1, slashed 0. We
raised the x-height ten percent and gave the
narrow letters room.

fi ≠ fi
No ligatures, on purpose
Every letter stands alone. Nothing decorative was
added, no brand marks, no flourishes. The
control group, made shippable.

✓ holdout
It did not learn the test
Designed against our own public benchmark, so
a holdout corpus it never saw was run once at the
end. Its best blur score came on words it had
never seen.

AaBbCcDdEeFfGgHhIiJjKkLlMmNnOoPpQqRr
SsTtUuVvWwXxYyZz 0123456789

INDEX V3.1 96.4% · TOP TIER · 92% AT 8 PX, 6 OF 8 RUNS OVER THE LINE kept ✓



04 · IN USE · THREE VOICES, ONE Φ SCALE

TODAY · THURSDAY

The quiet hour is yours
again.
✓ Ship the parity build to TestFlight 09:00

✓ Call the Braille Institute back 11:30

○ Walk · the long way, no phone 17:15

○ Read 20 pages of the Carter biography 21:00

Body runs at seventeen point eight 17.8px · s¹

Sections at twenty-eight point eight ×φ · s²

Titles at forty-six point six ×φ² · s³

Heroes at 75.4 ×φ³ · s⁴

SANS FOR INTERFACE · SERIF FOR MEANING · MONO FOR EVIDENCE kept ✓



05 · THE RECEIPT · THE KEPT LEGIBILITY INDEX V3.1 · KEPT.DO/MOST-LEGIBLE-FONT

TIER TYPEFACE ACCURACY CROWDED LEGIBLE AT

T1 IBM Plex Sans 96.5% 99.3 9px

T1 Public Sans 96.5% 98.7 9px

T1 Legibility Sans ✓ ours 96.4% 97.2 8px

T1 Kept Sans ✓ ours 96.3% 96.4 9px

T1 Atkinson Hyperlegible Next 96.0% 99.3 9px

T1 Verdana 95.6% 86.8 9px

7 Helvetica Neue 95.4% 98.5 9px

10 Arial 95.2% 95.1 9px

13 Charter 94.8% 99.3 9px

14 Inter 94.8% 90.8 10px

15 Lexend 94.7% 84.8 9px

17 Numen Title ✓ ours 94.2% 79.5 9px

18 Georgia 94.0% 91.7 10px

19 Comic Sans MS 93.7% 66.5 9px

22 OpenDyslexic 92.3% 83.8 9px

23 Times New Roman 90.2% 87.7 11px

24 Instrument Serif replaced 82.0% 79.2 12px

The Kept Legibility Index, protocol v3.1: twenty-four typefaces, twelve degraded conditions,

eight repetitions per cell, a size-threshold sweep, a crowding cell, and a holdout corpus.

Differences under a point are ties. Full method and raw data: kept.do/most-legible-font ·

github.com/JessieSalas/kept-legibility-index.

T1 = CONFIDENCE INTERVAL OVERLAPS THE LEADER · SOME ROWS OMITTED · FULL
TABLE ONLINE

kept
✓



COLOPHON

Free,
as in kept.
Both families are licensed under the SIL Open Font License 1.1, the license their

source families gave us. Use them, embed them, subset them, fork them.

Derivatives stay open.

Kept Sans is built on Figtree, © 2022 The Figtree Project Authors, with K, k, and the

ampersand from Albert Sans, © 2021 The Albert Sans Project Authors. Numen Title

is built on Fraunces, © 2020 The Fraunces Project Authors, Undercase Type.

Legibility Sans is based on Atkinson Hyperlegible Next, © 2020-2024 Braille

Institute of America (Atkinson Hyperlegible is their trademark; our derivative is

independent and not endorsed). Instrument Serif, by Rodrigo Fuenzalida and

Jordan Egstad, still sets the mantra inside Kept, where it belongs.

Pipeline: fontTools, skia-pathops, HarfBuzz, FreeType, Apple Vision. Every render in

this document is the shipped binaries. Download, with the benchmark harness and

its OCR source: kept.do/type

KEPT · THESIS LABS · 2026 kept ✓


